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almost every essential aspect of the Harbor’s
functioning over the last two decades. He was
responsible for developing and implementing
several major projects in the Harbor, including
the reconstruction of the South T-Pier, rebuild-
ing the Beach Street slips, dredging the City
Mooring area, the North T-Pier re-decking
project, and the Fisherman’s Gear Storage
building.

Mr. Algert has also been the voice of the
Harbor and has been its tireless advocate at
the local, state and federal levels. He has
been instrumental in keeping the City Council
abreast of important issues like economic de-
velopment and federal dredging dollars. And
he was a consistent advocate for our local
fishing families, representing their views at
meetings throughout the country. Finally, he
maintained a balanced budget and aimed to
provide the highest level of service and effi-
ciency from the Harbor Department and Har-
bor Patrol, and he did so with no revenue de-
rived from taxes, which stands as a testament
to his skill as a public servant.

| commend Mr. Algert's gift of talent, pas-
sion, and his devotion to service. His work has
been central to helping our waterfront commu-
nities flourish in difficult times. | feel deeply
honored to share this community with Rick
Algert and | have seen first hand the effect of
his work on Morro Bay. | wish him much hap-
piness and much deserved relaxation in retire-
ment, knowing fully that he will remain deeply
connected to our community, its businesses,
Harbor tenants and boat owners.

———

DEMOCRACY IS STRENGTHENED
BY CASTING LIGHT ON SPEND-
ING IN ELECTIONS ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 24, 2010

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 5175) to amend
the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971 to
prohibit foreign influence in Federal elec-
tions, to prohibit government contractors
from making expenditures with respect to
such elections, and to establish additional
disclosure requirements with respect to
spending in such elections, and for other pur-
poses:

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Chair, | rise in support
of H.R. 5175, the Democracy is Strengthened
by Casting Light on Spending in Elections, or
DISCLOSE Act. This legislation addresses se-
rious concerns raised by the recent Supreme
Court ruling in Citizens United v. FEC by in-
creasing transparency in our electoral process.
My colleague from Maryland, Mr. VAN HOLLEN,
and my fellow New Yorker, Senator SCHUMER
deserve thanks for their leadership on this
issue.

The recent Supreme Court ruling grants
even greater influence to powerful special in-
terests—effectively drowning out the voices of
average Americans. This legislation provides
voters with the opportunity to make informed
decisions—shedding light on the millions of
dollars being spent with the intent to influence
elections and politicians in Washington.

The DISCLOSE Act eliminates “pay-to-play”
by preventing government contractors—and
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TARP recipients—from spending money on
elections. The bill extends the current ban on
political spending by foreign nationals to in-
clude domestic corporations controlled by for-
eign nationals, requires corporate CEOs to
stand by their political ads in the same way
candidates must, and enhances disclosure re-
quirements for political expenditures by organi-
zations who lobby government officials.

The legislation before us today is not a per-
fect bill, but it is a necessary first step to rein
in the influence of special interests in our polit-
ical process. The American people are greatly
concerned by the recent Supreme Court rul-
ing, and they rightly fear that only big money
and special interests get a hearing in Wash-
ington. Passage of the DISCLOSE Act will
bring transparency and accountability to cam-
paigns and ensure Americans’ voices are not
drowned out by corporate dollars.

| urge my colleagues to support this bill.

——————

RECOGNIZING THE 125TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE INCORPORATION
OF ADDISON, ILLINOIS

HON. PETER J. ROSKAM

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 29, 2010

Mr. ROSKAM. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to commemorate the 125th anniversary of the
incorporation of Addison, lllinois, in the heart
of my Congressional District.

In 1883, the Village of Addison was settled
by Hezekiah Dunklee and Mason Smith. In
1884, Addison was incorporated, and Henry
Buchholz became its first Mayor. The election
had a modest turnout, with only 28 votes
being cast.

In the years since its humble founding,
Addison has become a center of culture and
commerce, serving as a home to businesses,
professionals, churches and organizations that
have made this a vibrant and thriving commu-
nity. Over the years, Addison has developed a
well-deserved reputation as an enjoyable
place to live, work and raise a family.

On the occasion of this 125th anniversary,
we join together to celebrate Addison’s legacy
of growth and prosperity, and to look ahead to
the opportunities the future holds for our local
community and our Nation. Today both marks
125 years of working together to build a
brighter future, and reminds us that our work
continues.

Madam Speaker and Distinguished Col-
leagues, please join me on this special occa-
sion in offering well wishes and happiness to
Addison Village President Larry Hartwig, the
Village Board of Trustees and all the citizens
of Addison.

———

KUWAIT AND GULF LINK
TRANSPORT COMPANY (KGL)

HON. TIM RYAN

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, June 29, 2010

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Madam Speaker, as you
know, the issue of negligence by Kuwait and

Gulf Link Transport Company (KGL) was
brought to my attention by the family of the

June 29, 2010

late Colonel Dominic (Rocky) Baragona. The
tragic death of Lieutenant Colonel Dominic
Baragona, Jr., occurred on May 19, 2003 on
a road in Irag. His death was caused by the
simple, avoidable negligence of a tractor trailer
truck owned by KGL, the predecessor com-
pany to an enormous group of international
Kuwaiti companies, which have and continue
to perform large U.S. government contracts
potentially worth billions of U.S. dollars and
with a vital mission. KGL’s tractor trailer ca-
reened across three lanes of a highway in the
middle of a clear, sunny day and destroyed
the Humvee in which Colonel Baragona was
riding. At the time of his death, Colonel
Baragona had served honorably during Oper-
ation Iragi Freedom and was on his way home
to his family. KGL’s subsequent conduct in the
case brought against them led the Honorable
William Duffey, Jr., the U.S. federal judge
hearing the case, to write the following in his
decision on the case:

“[A]s the Court communicated to the parties
in the December 2008 hearing, KGL’s conduct
in this case was indignant and callous. KGL
derived substantial revenue from its contracts
with the United States Army. KGL and other
Kuwaitis received unquantifiable benefits from
the protection the United States Armed Forces
have provided to Kuwait for over fifteen years.
For KGL to then turn a blind eye to the death
caused by a KGL employee of a United States
service member, who was on duty protecting
the region at the time of the incident, is an af-
front to the solemn sacrifices service members
such as Lt. Col. Baragona honorably provided
to Irag and the citizens of other countries in
the Middle East region. KGL took this callous-
ness even further by causing Plaintiffs to ex-
pend nearly four years and significant expense
in merely getting the question of jurisdiction
before the Court. The Court implored KGL to
work with Plaintiffs to fashion a just resolution
in this case, but this request was ignored.”

| agree. The Baragonas commenced litiga-
tion, established a prima facie case of in
personum jurisdiction over KGL and endured
the personal rigors of the litigation. This bur-
den includes giving testimony during a dam-
ages hearing, only to discover that KGL’s ap-
parent strategy was to cause the Baragona
family to expend their resources for years.
This despite the fact that KGL intended to
challenge the judgment after it issued in the
same court that KGL assiduously ignored dur-
ing the years of litigation and several notices
of the court case and its proceedings. The
emotional burden borne by the family of the
deceased serviceman was very high; the long
years of litigation over their son’s death in
combination with the sudden entry of the de-
fendant and the challenge to the judgment is
not a cost that should be ignored or encour-
aged.

In the course of the Baragonas’ quest for
justice against KGL, the family gathered evi-
dence from credible news reports and other
sources that KGL has a subsidiary, Combined
Shipping Company, which is a partner with
ValFajr Shipping Company, a subsidiary of Is-
lamic Republic of Iran Shipping Lines
(“IRISL”), a company banned by the U.S.
Treasury and now the named subject of the
recently announced U.N. sanctions on Iran.
We do not have any evidence that KGL'’s sub-
sidiary has participated with IRISL in sending
explosives into Iraq to kill US service per-
sonnel. However, it is often true that
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